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The President said, why would I welcome
a pensioner to the Oval Office? And the rea-
son why is because he is such a strong man.
And it’s been my honor to greet you and wel-
come you. And thank you for your words of
condolences.

American Airlines Flight 587 Crash
I, too, want to express my heartfelt sym-

pathies for the citizens of New York, those
on the airplane, those whose houses were
damaged, those who were hurt on the
ground, for the recent incident that took
place. It is heartbreaking to have picked up
the phone and called my friend, Rudy
Giuliani, and Governor George Pataki and
once again expressed our condolences, and
at the same time, assured the people of New
York our Federal Government will respond
as quickly as possible.

We sent our FEMA teams over; the FBI
is over there. And this investigation is being
led by the National Transportation Safety
Board to make sure that the facts are fully
known to the American people.

The New York people have suffered
mightily; they suffer again. But there’s no
doubt in my mind that the New Yorkers are
resilient and strong and courageous people
and will help their neighbors overcome this
recent incident that took place.

May God bless the victims and their fami-
lies.

Mr. President, welcome to Washington,
and thank you for coming.

President Mandela. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New
York City and Gov. George E. Pataki of New York.

Proclamation 7500—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
2001
November 12, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The strength of our Nation comes from

its people. As the early inhabitants of this

great land, the native peoples of North Amer-
ica played a unique role in the shaping of
our Nation’s history and culture. During this
month when we celebrate Thanksgiving, we
especially celebrate their heritage and the
contributions of American Indian and Alaska
Native peoples to this Nation.

Since our Nation’s birth, pluralism and di-
versity have been hallmarks of the American
experience and success. In 1782, the Found-
ing Fathers chose as our national motto ‘‘E
Pluribus Unum,’’ which means ‘‘out of many,
one.’’ Today, America’s unity, derived from
a mix of many diverse cultures and people,
grandly embodies the vision expressed by our
Founders. American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive cultures have made remarkable con-
tributions to our national identity. Their
unique spiritual, artistic, and literary con-
tributions, together with their vibrant cus-
toms and celebrations, enliven and enrich
our land.

As we move into the 21st century, Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives will play a
vital role in maintaining our Nation’s strength
and prosperity. Almost half of America’s Na-
tive American tribal leaders have served in
the United States Armed Forces, following
in the footsteps of their forebears who distin-
guished themselves during the World Wars
and the conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, and the
Persian Gulf.

Their patriotism again appeared after the
September 11 attacks, as American Indian
law enforcement officers volunteered to
serve in air marshal programs. On the local
level, American Indians and Alaska Natives
are strengthening their communities through
education and business development, open-
ing the doors to opportunity, and contrib-
uting to a brighter future for all.

My Administration will continue to work
with tribal governments on a sovereign to
sovereign basis to provide Native Americans
with new economic and educational opportu-
nities. Indian education programs will remain
a priority, so that no American child, includ-
ing no Native American child, is left behind.
We will protect and honor tribal sovereignty
and help to stimulate economic development
in reservation communities. We will work
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with the American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives to preserve their freedoms, as they prac-
tice their religion and culture.

During National American Indian Herit-
age Month, I call on all Americans to learn
more about the history and heritage of the
Native peoples of this great land. Such ac-
tions reaffirm our appreciation and respect
for their traditions and way of life and can
help to preserve an important part of our cul-
ture for generations yet to come.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2001
as National American Indian Heritage
Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate
programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:34 a.m., November 14, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 15.

Statement on Signing the Energy and
Water Development Appropriations
Act, 2002
November 12, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2311,
the ‘‘Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act, 2002.’’

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The bill abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion. It pro-
vides funding for several important programs
with significant national benefits including:

• key research projects designed to de-
velop new energy technologies and im-

prove the efficiency of existing energy
technologies, such as for solar and re-
newable energy production, as called
for in the National Energy Policy re-
port;

• nonproliferation programs that seek to
prevent nuclear materials and other
weapons of mass destruction from fall-
ing into the hands of terrorists and
rogue states;

• stockpile stewardship, which is critical
to maintaining the safety, reliability, and
performance of our nuclear weapons
stockpile; and

• water resources development and man-
agement projects, and programs for
commercial navigation, flood damage
reduction, and environmental restora-
tion and enhancement.

Section 303 of the bill purports to require
congressional approval before executive
branch execution of aspects of the bill. I will
interpret such provisions to require notifica-
tion only, since any other interpretation
would contradict the Supreme Court ruling
in INS v. Chadha. Provisions of H.R. 2311
that purport to remove my authority to over-
see the activities of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers will be construed consistent with my
constitutional authority to supervise the uni-
tary executive branch.

My Administration appreciates that the
Congress has worked expeditiously during
this difficult and trying time in our Nation’s
history to consider the FY 2002 appropria-
tions bills. Now, through a renewed sense
of bipartisanship, the Congress and the Ad-
ministration must work together to ensure
the timely enactment of the remaining bills.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 12, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2311, approved November 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–66. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 13.
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